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Wilbrahams Scrapbook 1897 to 1990 

Facts, Features and (occasional) Fallacies 
reported in Cambridge Newspapers 

summarised by 

Mike Petty 


Most of these stories originally appeared in the Cambridge Daily/Evening/News or the 
Cambridgeshire Weekly News, its sister title. 

They are supplemented by some articles published in the 
Cambridge Independent Press or Cambridge Chronicle 

Most were featured in my ‘Looking Back’ column in the Cambridge News from 1996-2014 

The complete ‘Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ of which this is a small section is published online 

at bit.ly/CambsCollection 

1 have digital and other copies of most of the stories summarised. 

I hope to publish these online one day. If you would like them in the meantime then please get 

in touch. 

The original volumes are housed in the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Central 
Library where there are many other indexes dating back to 1770. 

They also have detailed newspaper cuttings files on over 750 topics that have been compiled 

since the 1960s. 

Newspapers sometimes get things wrong. I copy things out incorrectly. Do check 
There are a multitude of spelling and layout errors. Please forgive or correct them 
News never stops but this file was finished on 31 August 2016. 

1 will maintain supplements and corrections - contact me for anything you need 
Please make what use of these notes that you may. Kindly remember where they came from 
See my website - www.mikepetty.org.uk for further notes. 

Mike Petty, Stretham 
2017 
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1897 08 02 

Messrs Gain, Moyes and Wisbey offered for sale the Shakespeare Brewery, Newmarket -road, 
Cambridge and 15 freehold licensed inns, public houses and beerhouses. Lots commenced at 
£500 and rose rapidly - in the case of the Red Bull, Barton Road to £2,050. Other prices 
included The Shakespeare Brewery and Inn (£2,000), The Greyhound, Lt Wilbraham (£800), 

The Bakers' Arms, Fulbourn (£950), The Railway Inn, Harlton (£725) and The Cherry Tree 
beerhouse, Swaffham Fen (£600) 

1898 01 27 

Messrs Wright and Scruby offered for sale by auction the freehold, fully-licenced public 
house in Cottenham known as the "Jolly Waterman" with stud build cottage. Price £575. In Lt 
Wilbraham - freehold beer house known as "The Hole in the Wall", also two cottages, lareg 
back garden and orchard. Price £450 

1900 07 28 

A thunderstorm broke with tremendous violence over Gt Wilbraham. Mrs Morley was at her wit’s end 
and sat upon the side of her bed and watched the vivid lightning with bated breath. Then came a flash 
that rendered her well-night unconscious & the room was enveloped in flames. In an adjoining room 
slept some children from an orphanage in London who were rescued with difficulty. The alarm was 
raised and soon there were upwards of 200 men, women & children on the spot and everything of any 
value was saved. Only the chimney and portions of the walls of the house remain to testify to the havoc 
wrought by the storm. 

1901 07 16 

Mr Frederick Layton of Milwaukee, USA, a native of Lt Wilbraham who went to America in 
1842 had just presented his village with a handsome gift in the shape of three cottages for 
aged poor persons which he has endowed with a sum of £2,000.They are prettily situated at 
the west end of the village; each is comfortably furnished with living room, two bedrooms, 
pantry and coalplace and has a nice garden of its own. Mr Layton heard the house in which he 
was born was for sale and conceived the happy idea of pulling down the old premises and 
endowing the present cottages to be known as the “Mary Layton Cottages” in memory of his 
mother 

1904 07 08 

Gt Wilbraham Baptist chapel was re-opened for worship. The building, which as far from an 
imposing appearance, has greatly benefited by the process of renovation and the interior now 
looks clean and tidy. The walls have been effectively treated with pale blue and the seats 
nicely varnished by members of the Village Preachers Association who took it over ten years 
ago. The place then was more like a prison than anything else. It was very old and 
dilapidated, there were little windows and a deep gallery and the seats were anything but 
comfortable. 

1905 10 13 

A fire of considerable dimensions broke out at the Kennels farm. Great Wilbraham. The farm 
buildings are roughly in the form of a square one side of which was a spacious barn with a 
thatched roof. Villagers released horses from the stables and the carts, wagons and harness 
were also quickly got out. Two chickens were the only livestock to perish. The reflection in 
the sky of the burning buildings was plainly discernible at Cambridge. Within 40 minutes the 
fire was practically over, so rapid had been its progress. 05 10 13 

1905 11 01 

Photographic club - J. Johnson ‘Wilbraham Fen’, Miss Robson Magdalene Street, W.H. 

Hayles three-colour printing on paper, photographic survey -05 1101&a&b 
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1907 03 06 

A house amid a clump of trees near Fulbourn station has been the residence for 50 years of 
the celebrated animal painter, J.F. Herring who has just died. He was the elder son of an 
earlier J.F. Herring, the leading painter of racehorses and coaching scenes, while a second 
son, Charles, became famous as a painter of Landeer subjects. He had just one pupil, Mr W.B. 
Redfern who visited his old master only yesterday. The funeral will take place at Great 
Wilbraham where there is a family vault. 07 03 06 

1908 01 10 

A public inquiry was held following allegations as to the administration of the Allotments 
Charity at Great Wilbraham. A cottager with a right of common should not let it to anyone 
but an occupier of less than 20 acres who must be a resident. This rule has frequently been 
broken but the villagers were content with affairs and would suffer if the provisions were 
strictly adhered to. Quite who complained was not disclosed. 08 01 10 & a 

1908 01 24 

Gt Wilbraham and inclosure history - 08 01 24d & dd 

1908 02 15 

Swaffham Prior had nine licenced houses, six full and three beer ‘on’ for a population of 950. 
The John Bull was in a dilapidated condition, it was next door to the Red Lion which had 
stables for four horses and had been pub into a thorough state of repair. Bottisham have seven 
pubs; the Rose and Crown was in bad repair but the Swan had six bedrooms and a bakehouse. 
Cow and Hare, Rock Hotel, Fen Dittonl: Blue Lion, Fulbourn: Royal Oak, Bottisham: Rose 
and Crown, Swaffham Prior: John Bull, Reach: Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Lt Wilbraham: Hole in 
the Wall 08 02 15 & a & b 

1909 06 18 

PC Charles said he was concealed near the Greyhound public house at Little Wilbraham 
keeping watch on a group of men when one went to the pub, unlocked the door and returned 
with two bottles of beer. He heard the rattle of coins and somebody said ‘Have you got any 
clods’, meaning copper coins. The landlord said he lived at Prickwillow and had put in a 
manager, but was convicted of selling beer during prohibited hours. 09 06 18 

1910 12 02 

In spite of the discomfort and dangers of motoring in dense fog. Sir Charles Rose succeeded 
in addressing five meeting in his East Cambs constituency on Tuesday evening, finally 
arriving at Great Wilbraham with the assistance of a guide. But G.H. Verrall decided not to 
proceed with his motor to hustings at Stetchworth, Dullingham and Burrough Green, sending 
a telegram to say the fog made driving with motor impossible 10 12 02h - West Cambs 10 12 
02i 

1911 08 25 

The proposed army manoeuvres have been abandoned due to the drought. This is a 
disappointment to local tradesmen. The tender of G.P. Hawkins had been accepted for the 
supply of bread to troops expected at Cambridge, Gt Wilbraham, Babraham, Fulbourn and 
elsewhere. Bicycles hired for the use of the advance party engaged in constructing telegraphs 
were returned to Robinson’s bicycle showroom. The Royal Engineers encamped near 
Whittlesford station will take down the telegraph posts and wires already erected. Landlords 
of village inns have cause to regret the abandonment for the advance party of troops had 
evidenced a liking for a variation of camp fare. 1 1 08 25b 
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1912 04 12 

The novel sight of log-rolling was recently witnessed on the river at Great Wilbraham. Mr 
P.C. Brown, having bought some trees from Fulbourn Manor Park, conveyed them down the 
river from the Park to Great Wilbraham Bridge (quay), where they were landed. 12 04 12h 

1913 01 10 

Gt Wilbraham housebreaking 
1913 01 17 

Wilbraham housebreaking, 

1913 08 29 

Wilbraham water supply 
1913 11 14 

Gt Wilbraham cottage fire 

1913 11 21 

Wilbraham fire victims living in stable at Vicarage 

1914 01 02 

A shocking fatality occurred in the early hours of Christmas morning on the road between 
Great Wilbraham and Fulbourn. A driver for the Provincial Motor Cab Company overturned 
the taxicab he was driving and was pinned underneath in his seat, sustaining fatal injuries to 
his head. The accident occurred about one o’clock in the morning and he lay in the road until 
found by the Wilbraham mail driver at 6.40. The car was badly knocked about. The offside 
front wheel was broken completely and thrown several yards up the road. 14 01 02 & a 

1914 06 12 

Theft partridge eggs, Lt Wilbraham, 1914 06 12 p8 
1916 09 13 

Presentation to Schoolmistress. On Thursday evening the parishioners of Little Wilbraham 
met together in the school to show their regard and esteem for Miss. Taylor, headmistress, by 
presenting her with a very pretty pompadour tea service and tray to mark the occasion of her 
approaching marriage. The Rector (the Rev. S. Streeten), in a suitable speech, presented the 
gift, and also a purse of money from the school managers. Mrs. Streeten, on behalf of the 
schoolchildren, presented Miss F Taylor with two large blue and white china fern bowls 16 09 
13 

1916 12 27 

Military wedding, Lt Wilbraham - 16 12 27d 

1917 10 17 

An Excellent Custom. — Mr. and Mrs. Fison kept up the old custom of entertaining the men 
of Primrose Farm, Little Wilbraham, and the men from the Quy Farm to a splendid harvest 
supper. Mr, Fison killed one of his lambs, and with Yorkshire pudding, it was enjoyed by all. 
After supper a most enjoyable evening was spent in Primrose Hall, several of the men 
rendering songs. The guests expressed their best thanks for the hospitality shown to them by 
Mr. and Mrs. Fison. 17 10 17 

1917 11 28 

Canonry, — We are very pleased to notice that the Honorary Canonry in Ely Cathedral, 
vacated by the death of the Rev. Professor Swete has been conferred by the Lord Bishop of 
the Diocese on the Rector of Little Wilbraham, the Rev. Dr. Stokes, until recently Vicar of St. 
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Paul's, Cambridge. It is an honour richly deserved, for few clergy have worked harder or more 
indefatigably in the diocese of Ely than the recipient 17 1 1 28 

1919 05 21 

Headmaster's Death — Mr - . A. W. Sutherland, Headmaster of the Great Wilbraham Church of 
England School for six and a half years and assistant organist at the parish church, died in St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, London, on Friday week after a short illness. He was buried on the 
following Tuesday at Chariton, near Oxford, where he had once been headmaster for 13 
years. The children of Great Wilbraham School sent a wreath. His varied and useful work in 
the parish was alluded to on Sunday by the Vicar. The Dead March in Saul was played at the 
close of the service. 19 05 21 

1919 09 03 

New Minister. The Cherry Hinton group of Free Churches, including Cherry Hinton, 
Swaffham, Prior, Teversham and Wilbraham, being without a minister, the pastorate has been 
offered to the Rev. Charles John Fowler, of West Row, Mildenhall, and it is now announced 
that he has accepted. Mr, Fowler has had about 34 years' experience of ministerial and 
evangelical experience, and has been at West Row for more than a quarter of a century. 

1920 01 07 

Rats killed. Up to December 3rd last the number of rats killed in the county and paid for 
by Cambs County Council under the Rats Order, was 35,516. The districts concerned 
were: Little Abington (number of rats killed 504), Ashley (980), Balsham (2,718), 
Borough Green (358), Bottisham (999), Cheveley (631). Chippenham (838), Great 
Chishill (322), Croxton (225), Dullingham (1,205), Duxford (754), Elsworth (39), Fordham 
(8,072), Fowlmere (489), Harston (322), Hauxton (186). Heydon (1,593), Hildersham (236). 
Horseheath (324), Ickleton (1,095), Isleham (3.809), Kennett (1,422). Kirtling (396), 
Kneesworth (549), Linton (584), Lode (548), Melbourn (442), Newton (160), Pampisford 
(429), Sawston (332), Shepreth (313). Shudy Camps (1.38), Snailwell (786), Soham (2,896), 
Stetchworth (1,105) Swaffham Prior (1,032), Thriplow (464), Waterbeach (967), West 
Wickham (995), Whittlesford (324), Great Wilbraham (846), Wood Ditton (2,017). 

1920 05 12 

Steeplechase Cups Stolen. During Sunday night three houses on the London to Newmarket 
Road, in the neighbourhood of Fulbourn and Wilbraham, were broken into and thefts of a 
more or less extensive character perpetrated. In the first instance a house known as Worsted 
Lodge was entered via a window after forcing back the catch, and two old watches were 
stolen. All the doors of the various rooms in the house were locked, so that the thief only 
gained access to the first room. During the same night the house on Shardelowes Farm, 
Fulbourn was entered in a similar manner. The only thing taken, however, was a locked cash- 
box containing papers, and it is somewhat significant that a number of plated articles were left 
untouched. In the third case the house of Mr. George Long, of Wilbraham, received attention 
and here the nocturnal marauder or marauders made a more substantial '"haul," a number of 
silver steeplechase cups, silver spoons, rose bowls, and other household silver being carried 
off. Here, again, plated articles were ignored. The three houses are all within a radius of three 
miles, and each stands in an isolated position. The County Police authorities have the matter 
under investigation. 

1921 01 26 

Gt Wilbraham Memorial Hall opened - 21 01 26c 

1922 05 26 

The report went on to state that a shortage of water was experienced at Harston and Great 
Wilbraham; the supply was depleted by the pumping at the Cambridge Water Company's new 
works and by the drought. The latter difficulty had now been overcome by the Company 
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fixing four standpipes in the village. Most of the wells at Little Wilbraham failed during the 
drought. Considerable discussion arose as to the condition of the polluted brook at Histon. It 
was stated that the people of Histon were living in a "stink pot" 

1922 07 20 

A meeting was held in the Great Wilbraham Schoolroom with reference to a proposal to join 
the parish churches of Great and Little Wilbraham under one benefice. The Rev H.H. 

Appleford, vicar of Great Wilbraham objected to the union. It would prevent men taking 
orders and it was a failure at Brinkley. No man, however strong or young, could work 
practically three parishes as Six-Mile -Bottom was almost as good as a separate parish. At 
present it was two miles from its parish church. But if it was joined to Westley it would be 
over three by road and over two by short cuts over the fields. He had measured the 
distance on his motor cycle, and the way to Westley was more uphill 

1924 10 22 

There was a large attendance at the election meeting at Gt Wilbraham, the schoolroom being 
filled. An unruly situation developed when Capt Briscoe attempted to leave, his exit being 
barred by a crowd of antagonists. With the aid of a police constable and a few supporters the 
candidate managed to reach his car and drove away amidst a derisive howl from the mob 

1925 09 26 

Chesterton council heard of overcrowding in Great Wilbraham. In one instance a man was living with 
his wife and 12 children in a house containing one bedroom. In the same yard was a house of four 
rooms in which there were generally 16 people sleeping. The owner said the overcrowding occurred 
subsequent to the letting of the houses and under present tenancy laws it was impossible to get rid of 
the occupiers without providing other accommodation for them 

1926 09 09 

An article on the London “Daily News” gives an impression of Great and Little Wilbraham. 

After a thrilling account of the pursuit of poachers by the squire’s foreman, the schoolmaster 
and ex-Police constable Walls, now a blacksmith, the reporter tells of his experiences in the 
village bakery. The squire’s shepherd, turned 70, can sing ‘something wunnerful’. “I can 
being singing at six in the morning and finish at ten at night, and never sing the same song 
twice”, he said. “They be old songs and some of ‘em ud take a time. ‘The Old Cow Shed’ 
takes 20 minutes”. 

1937 02 04 

Magistrates received an application from the Star Brewery for the removal of the licence of 
the Garden Gate at Little Wilbraham to premises to be erected on Newmarket Road to be 
known as the Airport Hotel. However Lacons Albion Brewery asked for the removal of the 
licence of the Cow and Hare at Lode to a new pub to be known as the King George, also on 
Newmarket Road near the borough boundary. While they might regard one application with 
sympathy, two were out of the question and the decision was deferred. 37 02 04c 

1938 08 08 

Hundreds of acres of barley ripe for the reaper were devastated by a disastrous storm which 
raged over Gt Wilbraham. Hailstones as large as lump sugar left a trail of destruction; beet 
was stripped of its greenery as if by a plague of locusts, hedges cut by the sharp ice and 
barriers of ice, like miniature mountain ranges rose to a high of four feet. “It would have 
killed a man if he had been out in it”, an old farm worker said. 38 08 08a & b 

1940 05 03 

Presentation. — In making a presentation on Tuesday to Mr. F. Bunnett (former Chief Sanitary 
Inspector), on behalf of Chesterton Rural Council, Capt. R. S. Hicks said he would be glad for 
Mr. Bunnett to succeed him as representative of Great Wilbraham and become one of the 
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council. Captain Hicks spoke highly of Mr. Bunnett's knowledge and common-sense and 
prophesied that if Mr. Bunnett did join the council, it would not be long before he reached the 
chair. The presentation took the form of an illuminated address signed by members of the 
council, and it was given in recognition of Mr. Bunnett's 38 years' work as sanitary inspector, 
from which position he retired in September last. 40 05 03 

1941 03 17 

Wilbraham flooding case - White Bros of Hawk Mill v Chesterton RDC - 41 03 17 
1941 01 24 

Council Sued. Plans, maps and huge cases of documents, some of which dated back to 1660, 
were in court at Cambs Assizes on Friday for an action brought against Chesterton Rural 
District Council. The case concerns a claim for damages on account of flooding on land at 
Wilbraham. 41 01 24 

1941 06 13 

Postman Honoured. The King has awarded the Imperial Service Medal for long, zealous and 
meritorious service to Mr. Charles Potter, postman, of 10, Derby Road, Cambridge, who has 
recently retired from the Post Office after nearly 50 years' service. On Wednesday the medal 
was presented to Mr. Potter at the Sorting Office, Mill Road, Cambridge. Mr. G. W. Harding, 
the Acting Head Postmaster, made the presentation in the presence of a large gathering. He 
said Mr. Potter enterer the Post Office Service as auxiliary postman at Gt Wilbraham in 1893, 
when he was 14 years of age. 41 06 13 

1942 02 20 

Firemen go PA miles for water. A fifty-ton stack of baled wheat straw caught fire on Friday 
at Great Wilbraham. Units of the Cambridge N.F.S, attended, and water had to be relayed for 
PA miles. The fire started at about 1.45 p.m., but the N.F.S. was not notified until the evening. 
A tractor near the stack was damaged. 42 02 20 

1942 08 21 

Police changes. Police Sergeant Squires, after being stationed at Great Wilbraham for nine 
years, has, on promotion, been transferred to Soham, being succeeded in the village by P.c. 
Lane from Harston. 42 08 21 

1943 04 28 

Plane crashes at Wilbraham Fen, kills pilot - 43 04 28a 

1944 08 10 

Rector of Lt Wilbraham, Rev L.L. Chaplin, killed at Six Mile Bottom level crossing - 44 08 
10 

1944 05 19 

Salute the Soldier. — The village target for Salute the Soldier Week (at Great Wilbraham) is 
£1,000 The week's programme includes a baby show, a children's spring festival, whist: 
drives and dances, Girl Guides' social, children’s parade, film show, and a performance by 
Mrs, Ferryman s Ballet Girls. 44 05 19 

1944 08 18 

Rector Killed by Train. Evidence that a Cambs. rector apparently failed to notice the approach 
of a train and was cut to pieces was given at an inquest at Great Wilbraham on Friday The 
victim of the accident, which occurred at an occupation crossing above Six Mile Bottom 
station on Wednesday evening, was the Rev. Lindsay Lennox Chaplin, rector of Little 
Wilbraham. It was stated that the train was travelling at between 45 and 50 miles per hour and 
the deceased's cycle was found 400 yards along the line. The verdict was "Accidental death," 
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1949 09 19 

Cambridge’s only thatched cottage, in Clement Place, is having its ridge renewed. Damage by 
cats and birds has made this necessary. Because it wears better, reed thatch is being used 
instead of straw. The work is being done by Mr J. Wilson, of Lt Wilbraham, who used to be a 
stack thatcher and has been trained to thatch houses by the Rural Industries Bureau. He is one 
of the few remaining thatchers in Cambridgeshire. 

1950 06 30 

Partial obstruction of a right of way in Station Road, Gt Wilbraham was the subject of an action at the 
County Court. The average width of the lane had been twelve feet, now a lady had put up a shed and 
there was room only for pedestrians or a cycle to get by. Elijah Dawson said it was used by carts & on 
Sundays when there was “all sorts of courting”, there were always one or two cars. Cross-examined as 
to whether people objected to traffic using the lane he said his mother might do so if a load of manure 
went by when she was having her tea - but only in the house and not to the person concerned. 

1955 07 23 

Housewives turning on their taps in Fulbourn, Teversham and the Wilbrahams found the 
softened water, for which they have asked so long, flowing into their sinks, baths and 
washtubs. Cherry Hinton water softening station opened in 1935 but the laying of a new main 
from Fleam Dyke Pumping Station was stopped by the war and finally finished only four days 
ago. 55 07 23 

1957 02 25 

The Cambridge Waterworks Company announced two new developments. Zeolite, which 
removes the hardness-forming calcium from water, is to be replaced by a new plastic material 
which is expected to double the output of softened water. Then a new pumping station at 
Wilbraham will pump up to 1,250,000 gallons a day. Although some consumers have seen the 
cost of water increase by more than £1 a year it still represents outstanding value for money. 

57 02 25 

1958 03 03 

Cambridge Water Company originally hoped the new Great Wilbraham pumping station 
would help meet the ever-growing demand, even in times of severe drought, until 1965. But 
the experiences of last summer have prompted a less optimistic view and they were sinking a 
trial bore near Stapleford. They are also moving from Bene’t Street, where they have been 
since 1866, to new offices in Rustat Road. 58 03 03 

1958 06 23 

Work is in process on re-hanging the bells at the parish church of St Nicholas, Great 
Wilbraham. The peal of five bells, cast in 1709, which have not been rung for over 50 years, 
have been re -cast and repaired. Completely new fittings and framework have also been 
necessary, the clock has had to be moved, a belfry tower provided and a ringing gallery 
installed. The total cost of the work is about £1,300 or which £200 is still required. 58 06 23b 

1958 08 18 

Sunday was a big day for the parishioners of Great Wilbraham, marking the end of a lot of 
hard work, of saving and worry. It had started many months ago when an appeal was 
launched for the re-casting and repair of the parish church bells. The church was packed to 
capacity and a full choir moved into the belfry to sing praises before the bells, now renewed 
and in fine condition, rang out across the village streets 58 08 18 

1959 10 14 

Cambridge Waterworks Company has managed full unrestricted supplies throughout every 
drought when elsewhere in the country water has been rationed. But in July torrential rain 
caused electric power failures which cut out the pumps at Fulbourn and Great Wilbraham. It 
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also flooded the basement of the Fleam Dyke Pumping Station and thousands of gallons of 
oily water drained back into the well, causing pollution. Despite all this they still maintained 
supplies from the reservoirs at Cherry Hinton 59 10 14 & a 

The Cambridgeshire Collection has newspaper cuttings files from this date 

1960 05 1 1 

Sir - Great Wilbraham church pit was for years the happy hunting ground of numberless 
holiday makers and naturalists. Three years ago it was over by the RDC for future refuse 
disposal. It was said to be infested with rabbits so public money was spent uprooting a few 
shrubs in the bottom and wire barricades were erected to keep people out. But now manure 
has been dumped there to serve the convenience of the adjoining estate. This must be stopped 
- G.H. Beeton, parish councillor. 60 05 11a 

1964 09 19 

Wilbraham photo feature - 64 09 19a 
1964 08 21 

The new landlady of the Carpenter’s Arms, Gt Wilbraham, Paula Lester, has been a leading 
lady at the Windmill Theatre. She has covered every aspect of the theatre since she made her 
stage debut aged 14 and was the youngest principal girl in a pantomime. Then she married 
Cecil Grosvenor-Brown, sales manager for a publishing company. They have taken the pub 
after a time in South Africa. It is wonderful to have a six o’clock opening time, she says. 64 
08 21b 

1966 03 18 

Lt Wilbraham church, Norman window discovered - 66 03 18b 
1972 09 08 

Just in case The Bomb should ever drop, eight powerful new air raid warning sirens are to be 
installed in Cambridgeshire. Although few people ever see or hear them, the Home Office has 
about 22,000 warning points in the United Kingdom equipped with electric or hand sirens for 
air attack warnings and maroons for fall-out warnings. Now they are to be replaced by 
powerful compressed-air sirens which are much more efficient and much louder. The eight 
which are to be installed in Cambridgeshire will be at Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge, 
Waterbeach Barracks, Oakington airfield, Great Wilbraham, the old Duxford airfield, 
Bassingbourn Barracks Lt Eversden & Linton 

1972 10 22 

The tiny Cambridgeshire village of Great Wilbraham has become so popular with property 
developers, that villagers have decided to draw up their own village plan in an effort to keep 
control of the threatened invasion. Since the word has got out that the village (population 
323) will soon be on complete main drainage, planning applications by the dozen have been 
lodged at Shire Hall. Some property developers have asked to build as many as 24 houses in 
the village at a time. The chairman of the Parish Council said "There is no doubt that our 
drainage and sewerage scheme has made our village more attractive to developers 

1977 02 09 

The machinery from the old watermill at Little Wilbraham, disused for more than 40 years, is 
being restored and re-assembled at the Cambridge Museum of Technology, Cheddar’s Lane, 
by watermill enthusiast Chris Hereward. Hawks Mill was discovered during a survey of 
industrial relics in the area and the farmer agreed to donate the machinery to the museum. Mr 
Hereward managed to transport many of the parts in his Mini van - although the ton-and-a- 
half main drive shaft had to go by trailer. Some of the ironwork bears the stamp of a local 
agricultural engineer, S. Long of Fulbourn. 
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1981 06 17 

A rare religious sect has staged a dramatic takeover of the Baptist Church in Wilbraham. The 
little-known Five-Fold Ministry seized control of the villages’ chapel after converting the 
long-standing pastor and new converts have been drawn in from other villages. But now 
enraged Baptist stalwarts are fighting to oust the group and are turning up at services to 
protest at the newly-imposed teachings. 81 06 17 

1981 06 13 

Sect takes over Wilbraham Baptist chapel - 81 06 13 & 81 06 15 1982 

1982 02 04 

Mr Johnnie Fison of Park Farm. Quy, has died. He and his brother Sam farmed more than 
1,000 acres at Lode, Quy and Gt Wilbraham. A bachelor, he was secretary of the choral 
society, a keen villager cricketer and footballer but was best-known as a lively raconteur with 
a fund of rich and salty stories about local life in the old days. 82 02 04 

1982 03 11 

Fulboum parents fighting the possible closure of the village infants’ school say that if cuts are 
to be made then it is Great Wilbraham school which should be axed. Meanwhile Liberal MP 
Clement Freud has urged the Government to drop plans to close Witcham school; it has 
increased its roll from 27 to 30 in the happy, integrated and expanding village. It could be 
kept open with just one teacher, he claims. 82 03 11 

1983 05 17 

A railway worker was killed in a bizarre crash. He was unable to escape flying wreckage as 
two large engines - coupled together - collided with a railway crane used for laying track on 
the Cambridge - Ipswich line where it passes near Great Wilbraham. Wagon wheels were 
smashed off axles and heavy railway sleepers broken like matchsticks as the wreckage 
bounced along the track. The two locomotives were travelling out from Cambridge to shunt 
the tracklayer up a hill 83 05 17 pi 

1984 11 26 

An eccentric middle-aged bachelor is refusing to budge from his derelict run-down council 
cottage in Little Wilbraham even though it is deemed unfit for human habitation. There is no 
bathroom, has only a cold tap and the whole house leaks so much that electricity has become 
a danger. He lives, sleeps and eats in just one room but does not want to move away, 
preferring to live in a caravan in the garden. The council had treated him cruelly by taking 
rent for such a house, he complains. 84 1 1 26 

1985 03 02 

Great Wilbraham has changed greatly since 1925. Things were primitive in those days: there 
was no electricity 7 , indoor sanitation or tap water and the majority of people rented their 
homes from the village squire, Captain Reginald Hicks. Now Alec Sadler has constructed a 
scale model of it at that time. Great care has been taken to ensure its authenticity right down 
to the colour of the roofs and bricks. Being born in the village he has drawn on his own 
recollections together with those of older residents and has visited libraries and record offices 
in his research. 85 03 02 

1987 05 16 

The windmill at Lt Wilbraham is believed to date from 1820. Back in the 1930s it was a sorry 
state but was saved from dereliction before it became too dilapidated. It was not until 1965 
that it was first used as a dwelling after a careful conversion by local architect Cecil Bourne. 
The interior has cedar panelling taken from Quy Hall but retains enough atmosphere to recall 
the days when the rumbling of the sails and the grinding of the mill wheel were a part of 
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village life. The sails were removed five years ago after many years exposure to the weather 
and it would be quite an expense to replace them. Now it is on the market for £100,000. 87 05 
16 

1987 08 06 

A young couple’s 15th century dream cottage in High Street Little Wilbraham was gutted by 
fire despite the efforts of 35 firemen who were at the scene in minutes. Flames had already 
taken hold on the thatched roof and they were hampered by low water pressure. A call was 
made to Anglian Water in a bid to get it increased and water was also taken from a 
neighbour’s swimming pool. The house had just been restored; it was immaculate with new 
windows and carpets. The couple were on holiday in the Lake District but are returning to the 
burnt-out shell 87 08 06 

1990 11 01 

Gt Wilbraham village school - profile - 90 11 Ola 


Please make what use of this you may. Kindly remember where it came from - www.mikepetty.org.uk 



